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Table 2. Major Icebreakers of the World  as of May 1, 2017 
(Includes some icebreakers designed for Baltic use) 

 

Total all 
types, in 

inventory  (+ 
under 

construction 
+ planned)  

In inventory, government owned or 
operated  

In inventory, privately owned and 
operated  

45,000 or 
more BHP  

20,000 to 
44,999 BHP 

10,000 to 
19,999 BHP 

45,000 or 
more 
BHP  

20,000 to 
44,999 
BHP  

10,000 to 
19,999 
BHP  

Russia 46 (+11 + 4) 6 (all nuclear 
powered; 2 

not 
operational) 

16 (1 nuclear 
powered; 5 
designed for 
Baltic use) 

7  9 8 

Finland 10  7 (4 designed 
for Baltic 

use) 

1   2 

Canada 7 (+2 +5)  2 5    

Sweden 7 (+0 +3)  4 (3 designed 
for Baltic 

use) 

   3 

United States 5 (+0 +3) 2 (Polar Star 
and Polar 
Sea; Polar 
Sea not 

operational) 

1 (Healy)   1 (Aiviq) 1 (Palmer) 

Denmark 4      4 (all 4 
designed for 
Baltic use) 

China 3 (+1 +0)   3    

Estonia 2   2 (both 
designed for 
Baltic use) 

   

Norway 1 (+1 +0)   1    

Germany 1 (+0 +1)      1 

Chile  1 (+0 +1)   1    

Australia 1 (+0 +1)   1    

Latvia 1   1 (designed 
for Baltic use) 

   

Japan 1  1     

South Korea 1   1    

South Africa 1   1    

Argentina 1   1 (not 
operational) 

   

United 
Kingdom 

0 (+1 +0)       

Source: Table prepared by CRS based on U.S. Coast Guard chart showing data compiled by the Coast Guard as 
of May 1, 2017, accessed September 14, 2017, at http://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/
Office%20of%20Waterways%20and%20Ocean%20Policy/20170501%20major%20icebreaker%20chart.pdf?ver=
2017-06-08-091723-907. 

Notes: BHP � ���W�K�H���E�U�D�N�H���K�R�U�V�H�S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���V�K�L�S�·�V���S�R�Z�H�U���S�O�D�Q�W�����$���V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K�����������������R�U���P�R�U�H���%�+�3���P�L�J�K�W���E�H��
considered a heavy polar icebreaker, a ship with 20,000 to 44,999 BHP might be considered a medium polar 










































































































































